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BETH AITKEN - PINJARRA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Statement by Member for Murray 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [12.53 pm]:  I want to speak about Beth Aitken, who is the principal of the 
Pinjarra Senior High School, which is in my electorate.  Beth Aitken was recently named Western Australia’s 
Principal of the Year for her exceptional leadership qualities and dedication to her students, the school and the 
Pinjarra community as a whole.  Since joining Pinjarra Senior High School five years ago, Beth has worked 
tirelessly to develop and promote an environment that caters for all students’ needs.  She has implemented many 
academic and vocational programs at the school, and is passionate about her role as principal.   

The Pinjarra Senior High School, which was built in 1921, has a long history and has grown from strength to 
strength during Beth’s years at the helm.  Her achievement in being named Principal of the Year also brings with 
it a trophy and a $10 000 prize.  Although the school has already benefited from Beth’s tenure as principal, I am 
sure that it will continue to do so.  Beth plans to use the prize money to celebrate the history of the school.  Of 
course, Pinjarra was built in 1834.  

Beth Aitken believes that it is important to ensure that students get the most out of their education.  I commend 
her for her vision and the passion she displays in her field.  She was nominated by members of her own school 
community for the prestigious Rotary Club of Heirisson Principal of the Year Award, and I think that in itself 
explains clearly why she is top of the class.  I am very proud to say that she is a fellow Rotarian and very well 
respected in the community. 
 


